












































Host: Hello, everyone. Today we have a great subject to talk about: genius—what it is and 

where it comes from. I’m sure all our listeners have heard of child prodigies—people who 

display incredible abilities when they are very young. Let’s begin by taking your calls on 

this interesting topic. First, we have Alana from New York.

Alana: Hi. My husband and I have always been fascinated by this subject, but right now, 

I’m calling about our son Mike. He’s only ten years old, but he can do all kinds of 

mathematical calculations at the speed of light. For example, we’ll show him a rule from 

my college textbook that is completely unfamiliar to him—square roots of large numbers, 

for example—and he gets it immediately. Is he a prodigy?

Host: I’m not too sure, but Mike certainly sounds interested in math. Does he ever make 

mistakes?

Alana: Well, sure, sometimes. But then he goes back to revise the answers he gets wrong. 

And he enjoys doing calculations. He has a lot of confidence in his own abilities.

Host: That’s terrific. Whether he’s a prodigy or not, I think you should definitely 

encourage his interest. Thanks for calling. Next, we have Steve from Chicago.

Steve: Hello? Yes, well, I’d like to know where talented young children get their abilities.

Host: You know, we’re not really sure. Even the most renowned scientists don’t 

agree on why a few children become prodigies. Some young children become skilled 

in something like math, music, or chess before our very eyes. They don’t have any 

training, and, most of the time, they’re completely unconscious of their abilities. It’s 

just the way they are. For example, Mozart started composing when he was five. It 

was instinctive, almost involuntary. And perhaps you’ve heard about Akrit Jaswal, 

the young Indian boy who performed surgery at the age of seven. Now, he really 

was a prodigy, as far as I’m concerned. OK. Our next caller is Samir, from Dallas.

Samir: Hi. I wanted to point out that all children have a lot of potential. That’s an 

objective fact.

Host: Yes, you’re right—and we certainly want to encourage all children to do their 

best. But personally, I do think that some individuals are a bit different. They seem to 

be born with some kind of underlying talent. Let’s take a break now. When we return, 

we’ll be talking about how parents should handle their children’s talents.
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FOCUS ON LISTENING2
LISTENING ONE The Music in My Head

1 Read and listen to a radio call-in show about genius. Notice the boldfaced words and 
phrases. Try to guess their meanings.
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6 UNIT 1

1 Listen to the whole report. Create a chart like the one below to take notes. 

LISTEN

Main Ideas Details

Reporter: 

Jay Greenberg = musical 
prodigy

- studies at Juilliard

- is greatest talent in 200 yrs

- has written 5 full-length symphonies

- is 12 yrs old

TAKE NOTES The Music in My Head

2 Compare your notes with a partner’s. How can you improve your notes?

Go to MyEnglishLab to view example notes.

Answer the questions. Use your notes to help you.

1. What does Jay’s teacher Sam Zyman say about Jay’s talent?

2. What does Jay say about how he creates compositions?

3. What role have Jay’s parents played in the development of his talent?

4. Why doesn’t Jay go back and revise his work?
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