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The first model shows students how the rhetorical mode is applied in a real-
world setting, helping them recognize that academic writing is all around them.
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The second model shows a typical assignment from a college writing
course. Students analyze this in detall, preparing for their own writing.
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AVOIDING PLAGIARISM AND WRITING YOUR FINAL DRAFT

Students learn to
acknowledge others’
work and ideas and
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THE TEAM BEHIND FINAL DRAFT

Jeanne Lambert brings 20 years of ESL classroom, teacher training,
and materials writing experience to her role as series editor of Final Draft.
Jeanne has taught at Columbia University, City University of New York
(CUNY), and The New School, specializing in academic writing and
English for Academic Purposes. While at Columbia University, she taught
writing courses in both the American Language Program and for the
School of International and Public Affairs. At CUNY, she co-designed a
faculty development program to help high school teachers align their
ESL reading and writing curriculum with college standards. She has
worked as an ESL Methods Practicum instructor and currently teaches
academic writing at The New School.

Wendy Asplin has taught international students and teachers-in-training
in Turkey and the United States. For the past 20 years, she has been a
lecturer at the University of Washington in Seattle and is an author of the
Cambridge academic reading series Read This!

Monica F. Jacobe is Director of the Center for American Language & Culture
at The College of New Jersey. She has 15 years of experience teaching
multilingual writers and supporting teachers of multilingual students.

She has published and presented widely on a variety of issues in higher
education, including pedagogy, instructional support, and writing.

Alan S. Kennedy is a lecturer in language in the American Language
Program at Columbia University, where he is also the coordinator of the
International Teaching Assistants program. He has presented at several
national and international conferences on linguistics and language
teaching.

The Advisory Panel is comprised of experienced writing instructors who have helped guide the
development of this series and have provided invaluable information about the needs of ESL
student writers.

Laszlo Arvai, Borough of Manhattan Community College, New York, NY
Leo Kazan, Passaic County Community College, Paterson, N|

Amy Nunamaker, San Diego State College, San Diego, CA

Amy Renehan, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Adrianne Thompson, Miami Dade College, Miami, FL




Final Draft was influenced by the opinions and insights of classroom teachers from the following
institutions:

UNITED STATES Alabama: Cleburne County High School, Gadsden State Community College,
University of Alabama; Arizona: Arizona State University, Northern Arizona University, Pima
Community College; Arkansas: Arkansas State University, University of Arkansas, University of Central
Arkansas; California: Allan Hancock College, Berkeley High School, California State Polytechnic
University, California State University East Bay, California State University Fullerton, California State
University Long Beach, California State University Los Angeles, City College of San Francisco, College
of San Mateo, De Anza College, Diablo Valley College, East Los Angeles College, El Camino College,
The English Center, Evergreen Valley College, Foothill College, Fullerton College, Gavilan College,
Glendale Community College, Hollywood High School, Imperial Valley College, Las Positas College,
Los Angeles City College, Los Angeles Southwest College, Mendocino College, Mills College, Mission
College, Modesto Junior College, Monterey Peninsula College, Palomar College, Pasadena City
College, Placer High School, Roybal Learning Center, Sacramento City College, Sacramento State, San
Diego Community College District, San Francisco State University, San Jose City College, Santa Ana
College, Santa Barbara City College, Santa Monica College, Santa Rosa Junior College, Skyline
College, Stanford University, Taft College, University of California Berkeley, University of California
Davis, University of California Irvine, University of San Diego, University of San Francisco, University of
Southern California, West Valley Community College; Colorado: Community College of Aurora, Front
Range Community College, Red Rocks Community College, University of Colorado; Connecticut:
Central Connecticut State University, Enfield High School, Naugatuck Valley Community College,
Norwalk Community College, Post University, University of Bridgeport, University of Hartford; Florida:
Barry University, Florida SouthWestern State College, Florida State University, Hillsborough
Community College, Indian River State College, Miami Dade College, Robinson High School, St.
Petersburg College, University of Central Florida, University of Florida, University of Miami, University
of South Florida; Georgia: Augusta State University, Emory University, Georgia Institute of Technology,
Georgia Perimeter College, Georgia State University, Interactive College of Technology, Pebblebrook
High School, Savannah College of Art and Design, West Hall High School; Hawaii: Hawaii Community
College, Hawaii Tokai International College, Kapiolani Community College, Mid-Pacific Institute,
University of Hawaii; Idaho: College of Western Idaho, Northwest Nazarene University; lllinois:
College of DuPage, College of Lake County, Elgin Community College, English Center USA, Harold
Washington College, Harper College, lllinois Institute of Technology, Lake Forest Academy, Moraine
Valley Community College, Oakton Community College, Roosevelt University, South Suburban
College, Southern lllinois University, Triton College, Truman College, University of lllinois, Waubonsee
Community College; Indiana: Earlham College, Indiana University, Purdue University; lowa: Divine
Word College, lowa State University, Kirkwood Community College, Mercy College of Health
Sciences, University of Northern lowa; Kansas: Donnelly College, Johnson County Community
College, Kansas State University, Washburn University; Kentucky: Bluegrass Community & Technical
College, Georgetown College, Northern Kentucky University, University of Kentucky; Maryland: Anne
Arundel Community College, Howard Community College, Montgomery College, Johns Hopkins
University; Massachusetts: Boston University, Mount Ida College, New England Conservatory of
Music, North Shore Community College, Phillips Academy, Roxbury Community College, The
Winchendon School, Worcester State University; Michigan: Central Michigan University, Eastern
Michigan University, Grand Rapids Community College, Lansing Community College, Macomb
Community College, Michigan State University, Saginaw Valley State University, University of Detroit
Mercy, University of Michigan, Wayne State University, Western Michigan University;
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Minnesota: Century College, Saint Paul College, University of Minnesota, University of St. Thomas;
Mississippi: Mississippi College, Mississippi State University; Missouri: Missouri State University, St.
Louis Community College, Saint Louis University, University of Missouri, Webster University;
Nebraska: Union College, University of Nebraska; Nevada: Truckee Meadows Community College,
University of Nevada; New Jersey: Bergen Community College, The College of New |ersey, Hudson
County Community College, Kean University, Linden High School, Mercer County Community
College, Passaic County Community College, Rutgers University, Stockton University, Union County
College; New Mexico: University of New Mexico; New York: Alfred State College, Baruch College,
Borough of Manhattan Community College, City University of New York, Columbia University,
Fashion Institute of Technology, Hofstra University, Hostos Community College, Hunter College, John
Jay College of Criminal Justice, Kingsborough Community College, The Knox School, LaGuardia
Community College, LIC/LISMA Language Center, Medgar Evers College, New York University,
Queens College, Queensborough Community College, Suffolk Community College, Syracuse
University, Zoni Lanquage Centers; North Carolina: Central Carolina Community College, Central
Piedmont Community College, Duke University, Durham Technical Community College, South
Piedmont Community College, University of North Carolina, Wake Technical Coommunity College;
North Dakota: Woodrow Wilson High School; Ohio: Columbus State Community College, Cuyahoga
Community College, Kent State University, Miami University Middletown, Ohio Northern University,
Ohio State University, Sinclair Community College, University of Cincinnati, University of Dayton,
Wright State University, Xavier University; Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma; Oregon: Chemeketa
Community College, Clackamas Community College, Lewis & Clark College, Portland Community
College, Portland State University, Westview High School; Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State
University, University of Pennsylvania, University of Pittsburgh; Puerto Rico: Carlos Albizu University,
InterAmerican University of Puerto Rico; Rhode Island: johnson & Wales University, Salve Regina
University; South Carolina: University of South Carolina; South Dakota: Black Hills State University;
Tennessee: Southern Adventist University, University of Tennessee, Vanderbilt University, Williamson
Christian College; Texas: Austin Community College, Colleyville Heritage High School, Collin College,
Dallas Baptist University, El Paso Community College, Houston Community College, Lone Star
College, Northwest Vista College, Richland College, San Jacinto College, Stephen F. Austin State
University, Tarrant County College, Texas A&M University, University of Houston, University of North
Texas, University of Texas, Victoria College, West Brook High School; Utah: Brigham Young University,
Davis Applied Technology College, Weber State University; Vermont: Green Mountain College;
Virginia: College of William & Mary, Liberty University, Northern Virginia Community College,
Tidewater Community College; Washington: Bellevue College, EF International Language Centers,
Gonzaga University, The IDEAL School, Mount Rainier High School, North Seattle College, Peninsula
College, Seattle Central College, Seattle University, Shoreline Community College, South Puget Sound
Community College, Tacoma Community College, University of Washington, Whatcom Community
College, Wilson High School; Washington, DC: George Washington University, Georgetown
University; West Virginia: West Virginia University; Wisconsin: Beloit College, Edgewood College,
Gateway Technical College, Kenosha eSchool, Lawrence University, Marquette University, St. Norbert
College, University of Wisconsin, Waukesha County Technical College

CANADA British Columbia: Vancouver Island University, VanWest College; Nova Scotia: Acadia
University; Ontario: Centennial College, University of Guelph, York University; Québec: Université

du Québec
MEXICO Baja California: Universidad de Tijuana
TURKEY Istanbul: Bilgi University, Ozyegin University



ACADEMIC ESSAYS

PSYCHOLOGY: CONSUMER BEHAVIOR

“We live in a world of
things, and our only
connection with them
is that we know how
to manipulate or to
consume them.”

Erich Fromm
(1900-1980)

About the Author:

Work with a partner. Read the quotation about consumerism. Then :
Erich Fromm was a German

answer the questions. psychologist who studied
. i : the relationships between
1 What kind of “things” was the author referring to? Do you agree that sociology, politics, and

we live in a world of things? human behavior.

2 Fromm wrote this quote in 1955. Do you believe it is more accurate
today or less accurate? Explain.

3 When did you last purchase something for another person? What did you buy,
and what motivated you to buy it for that person?

ACADEMIC ESSAYS 13



l PREPARE YOUR IDEAS

) Connect to Academic Writing

In this unit you will learn skills to help you write academic essays. While some of the writing
skills that you will use may be new to you, others are not. In your everyday life, you already
use many of the same skills when you tell a story about a recent trip or compare different cell

phone plans.

0 Reflect on the Topic

In this section you will choose a writing prompt and reflect on it. You will develop these ideas
throughout the unit and use them to practice skills that are necessary to write your essay.

The writing prompt below was used for the Student Model essay on pages 20-22. After
reflecting on the topic, the student decided to focus on advantages and used a cluster diagram
to help generate and organize ideas. This helped her think of a possible thesis.

WRITING PROMPT: What are the main advantages or disadvantages of shopping online?

Convenient — cando Fun!
it anywhere, anytime

Advantages of
shopping online

Easy to check prices
and compare items from
different places

Canbeless
expenﬁive?

My thesis: The main advantages are that it is convenient, easy, and can be cheaper.

Work with a partner. Choose one of the ideas in the cluster diagram. Take turns
explaining to your partner why you agree or disagree with it.



al
il 1.2 Apply It to Your Writing

o |

 In order to make a profit, companies need to promote their products to consumers and
convince them to buy. What are three ways companies attract consumers?

Follow the directions to reflect on your topic.

A Choose a prompt:

« Shopping is sometimes jokingly called “retail therapy,” and many people say that
shopping makes them feel good. Why do some people shop to feel better?

« Think about a company and/or its products that you like, such as a shoe company or a car
company. Explain why the company appeals to you. Consider the way the company does
business, how it advertises its products, and the quality of its products.

» A topic approved by your instructor

B Work with a partner and complete the following tasks:

1 Think about your prompt. Decide what you will focus on in your essay.

2 Complete the cluster diagram below. Write down as many ideas as you can. Add more
circles if you need them.

3 Write a possible thesis statement.

Possible thesis statement:

ACADEMIC ESSAYS 15




2 EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE

In this section you will learn academic language that you can use in your academic essay. You
will also notice how a professional writer uses the language and features of academic essays.

) Academic Vocabulary

The words below appear throughout the unit. Many are from the Academic Word List. Using
these words in your writing will make your ideas clearer and your writing more academic.

alternative (ad)) commitment (n) excessive (adj) radical (adj)
coincide (v) ethical (ad)) expose (v) widespread (ad))

Work with a partner. Read the sentences. Decide the meaning of the words in bold and
circle the correct answer.

1 The new soda commercial tried to show that diet drinks are safe, alternative options to
higher calorie sodas made with natural ingredients. Alternative means
a better. b other, different.

2 When signing a new contract for a cell phone service, many consumers must make a two-
year commitment to the company’s services. Commitment means

a a promise to do something. b arecord of something.

3 Many companies have special sales events, such as Presidents’ Day sales, during periods that
coincide with national holidays. Coincide means

a happen at a different time. b happen at the same time.
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4 An important ethical concern for any company is treating all employees fairly. Ethical means
a relating to what is right or wrong. b relating to financial concerns.

5 Many people begin shopping for Christmas gifts just after Thanksgiving, but there is a
growing movement questioning this excessive focus on gifts and little focus on religion.
Excessive means

a extreme; unnecessary. b very important.

6 Taking children on shopping trips is an opportunity to explain how to get good value for the
money they spend. This can expose them to good consumer habits. Expose means

a change someone’s mind about b offer an experience.
something.

7 The company was losing money on traditional ads, so it tried something radical. It stopped
advertising altogether. Radical means

a extreme. b small.

8 The widespread thinking that organic products are healthier choices grew out of a natural
farming and anti-pesticide campaign that has gained national attention and influence.
Widespread means

a affecting many places or people. b providing new knowledge.

0 Academic Collocations ()

Collocations are words that are frequently used together. Research tells us that the academic
vocabulary in Part A is commonly used in the collocations in bold below.

o .
il 2.2 Focus on Meaning

Work with a partner. Match the phrases to their meanings. Write the letters.

-1 The biggest snowstorm of the year a a different way of doing
coincided with Christmas Eve, normally a something
big shopping day.
-------------- 2 According to surveys, millions of Americans b promise to do
share the widespread belief that something

genetically modified foods are not healthy.

-3 Some shoppers don't like to carry cash or ¢ happened at the same
credit cards. An alternative approach is time
paying by mobile phone.

----------- 4 You often must make a commitment to d afeeling in many places
stay with a phone plan for two years to or among many people
avoid a fee. that something is true

.............. 5 Many people feel that excessive e buying or using too
consumption is bad for the environment much

and can also lead to debt.
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@ Writing in the Real World

The author of “Buy Nothing Day"” uses features of academic essays to strengthen his argument.

Before you read, answer these questions: What does it mean to consume responsibly? How do
you think the world would be different if people bought fewer things?

Now read the article. Think about your answers to the questions above as you read.

1 Some people are trying to change the

culture of consumerism in North America.
For them, the most important day in their
calendar is Buy Nothing Day. On this

day, these anti-materialists congregate in
shopping malls around the country. They
take out their credit cards and cut them up.
They wander through department stores
in single file, often walking and acting like
zombies. They push empty shopping carts
and buy nothing. For twenty-four hours,
they make a commitment to spend no
money at all.

Buy Nothing Day is scheduled each year

to take place in late November so that

it coincides with the beginning of the
busiest shopping period of the year in
North America — the month leading up

to Christmas day. The idea started in
Vancouver, Canada, in 1992 and is now
“celebrated” in more than 65 countries. Yet,
despite the relative success of the movement,
many question whether or not it has any
effect whatsoever. They wonder whether

it is more than just an empty gesture that
makes those who celebrate it feel good
about themselves, but has no effect at all on

shoppers’ habits.

One of the organizers of Buy Nothing Day,
Tyler Collins of Edmonton, Canada, is
aware that “there’s a great deal of stigma'

'stigma: a strong feeling of disapproval that many people
have about something

surrounding Buy Nothing Day with the

average consumer. In the minds of the
general public, there is a widespread belief
that proponents of Buy Nothing Day are
trying to “crash the system” and trying

to stop people from buying anything. So
Collins has made it his goal to change that
perception. His goal now is to use Buy
Nothing Day as an opportunity to expose
shoppers to an alternative way of thinking
about shopping. He wants consumers to be
forced to hesitate a moment and think about

their buying habits.

[ronically, another anti-consumerism
activist,” Michael Kalmanovitch, is the
owner of a general store. He has celebrated
every Buy Nothing Day since it started in

“activist: someone who tries to create social and political
change



1992. He judges the success of Buy Nothing
Day by seeing how much less money he
makes in his store on that day. When he
first marked Buy Nothing Day, he kept the
store open. When shoppers tried to buy

something, he told them that there were to be

no transactions on that day. He realizes now
that this approach was counterproductive.’
It just made shoppers unsympathetic to his
cause because they did not enjoy being told
what they could or could not buy. Now he
keeps the store open, but when shoppers
come in or want to make a purchase, he uses
it as an opportunity to raise consciousness.
His staff tell the shoppers, “Do you know

it's Buy Nothing Day? Wed appreciate it if
you didn’t buy anything from our store or
anywhere else for that matter, but we respect
that it’s your right or your decision to do
whatever you feel is appropriate.”

Some activists feel that Buy Nothing Day
does not go far enough to discourage
excessive consumption. They think

stopping people from shopping for just one
day doesn't achieve much. It simply stops

a few well-off individuals from shopping
for a day, after which they will simply buy
more on subsequent days. Laura Bercovitz,
who has promoted Buy Nothing Day since
its inception and is worried about being
misinterpreted by such critics, is therefore
now promoting a radical alternative: Buy
Nothing Christmas. She wants consumers
to stop spending throughout the complete
holiday period.

Tyler Collins, Michael Kalmanovitch, and
Laura Bercovitz may have different strategies,
but they have one common goal. They are
trying to promote ethical consumption. In
many cases, this means buying products that
are produced locally and sold in small locally
owned stores. They want consumers to be
made more aware of what they are doing
when they are shopping. They want them
to ask themselves how their consumerist
habits might be having an impact on the

environment and the world.

‘counterproductive: having an effect that is the opposite of
what you intended

w1l
ol 2.3 Check Your Understanding

Answer the questions.

1 What is Buy Nothing Day trying to change about society?

2 Why have some people proposed changes to Buy Nothing Day? What are the changes, and
which ones do you think would be most effective?

3 Do you agree with the goals of the Buy Nothing Day organizers? Why or why not?

N
Calll 2.4 Notice the Features of Academic Essays

Answer the questions.

1 Look at paragraph 1. Which sentences draw the reader in?

2 Look at paragraphs 3, 4, and 5. What is the main idea of each paragraph?
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