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n Read the paragraph. Circle the correct word to complete the sentences.
I'm the type of person who generally tries to be (1) ( open-minded / judgmental / empathetic ).

I think people should decide for themselves how they want to look, so I'm not critical of what they wear,
how many tattoos they have, or what color their hair is . . . Of course, that doesn’t mean | don't care about
others. | might not be (2) ( open-minded / indifferent / judgmental ) about their appearance, but I'm not
completely (3) ( open-minded / indifferent / empathetic ). For example, when someone | know is doing
something inappropriate, | might talk to them about it. Not to make them feel bad, but to let them know that
I don't think it’s a good idea. But I'm also (4) ( judgmental / indifferent / empathetic ). Before | speak to
them, I first try to put myself in their shoes.

Read the situation. How do you think you would react? Write a short paragraph.

One of your neighbors doesn't clean up after her dog when she takes
it for a walk. The neighbor is an elderly woman who lives alone. You
know she has health problems and has trouble bending down. You are
concerned that pet waste can cause disease and damage to trees,
grass, and other plants.

LESSON 4

n Read the article. What is the main idea? Circle the letter.

a Dogs understand nonverbal b Dogs are able to interpret ¢ Dogs need training to
cues better than children. and respond to humans’ understand gestures like
nonverbal cues. smiling and eye contact.

Canine communication

Dog owners probably already know that dogs can understand humans’ nonverbal
communication. What might be more surprising is just how good our canine
friends are at interpreting and responding to our body language. In fact, a Harvard
University study found that dogs are better at understanding our nonverbal cues
than most three-year-old children!

According to ‘hers, dogs have an instinctive ability to und d and share
human behavior and emotions. In other words, they can show empathy. In one
study, people pretended to cry and dogs responded by making similar whining
sounds. What's more, the dogs then tried to comfort the “sad” people, for example by
licking them or bringing them their own favorite toys to cheer them up. This suggested
that dogs don’t simply copy our emotional behavior, but also know what the behavior means.

By interpreting our body language, facial expressions and other nonverbal cues, dogs can identify human
sadness as well as irritation, anger, fear, and excitement.

UNIT 1



Scientists don't fully understand why dogs are so good at picking up our body language. One theory proposed
that dogs inherited this ability from their wild relatives, wolves. However, this theory has been debunked: studies
have shown that modern wolves are not nearly as good at understanding human cues as dogs. Another theory
suggested that dogs might learn this ability from living with humans, yet research found that even young puppies
who haven't lived with humans can read our nonverbal cues.

Dogs don’t interpret all our nonverbal signals correctly, however. In the animal world, aggression and danger are
signaled by specific gestures such as staring, showing teeth, and fast, unpredictable movements. When dogs see
these gestures in humans, they may react with barking or biting. The good news for pet owners is that we can
train dogs to understand eye contact, smiling, and hugging as cues of affection, and respond with friendliness
instead of aggression.

Dogs aren't the only animals that read human behavior: horses and apes can also recognize basic human
gestures and postures. But, unlike dogs, these animals don’t have the same natural understanding. Of all the
animals who can communicate with humans, dogs certainly seem to be ahead of the pack.

n Read the article in Exercise 1 again. Complete the sentences with words from the box.

barking children crying irritated licking puppies smiling

Dogs are better than 3-year-old ... ..at understanding nonverbal cues.

Dogs may copy a human ... - by maklng whining sounds.

Dogs may try to comfort sad humans by them.

Scientists believe that dogs know when someone is feeling ...

woa W N

Studies have shown that ..... .don’t need to live with humans to understand

nonverbal cues.

o

When a human is...........cccccccececeeeeee., dOgs may see it as a sign that the person is angry.

~

Dogs show anger by ........ ...and biting.

n Complete the definitions. Circle the letter.

The word “canine” is used to talk abot............

a dogs b communication ¢ friendship
2 An “instinctive ability” is something that you can do .
a naturally and without b after receiving training ¢ better and faster than
thinking anyone else
3 “Empathy” is the ability
a to make people feel b to communicate without ¢ to understand others’

better words feelings
4 When something has been “debunked,” it has been....

a impossible to prove false b shown to be false ¢ proven to be correct
or correct
5 Angry behavior that often results in fighting is called “.....
a aggression b danger ¢ affection
6 If someone is “ahead of the pack,” they
a are part of a big group b are more successful ¢ show the same abilities
than others as others
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